Community and Environmental Health

HSC 3201
3 credit hours
Fall 2025
ASYNCHRONOUS online

Instructor:	Amber S. Emanuel, Ph.D.
			Florida Gym, Room 126  
			amberemanuel@ufl.edu
			Ph: (352) 294-1813

VIRTUAL Office Hours: Sign up via Canvas Calendar or email for an appointment. 	

Course Website: http://elearning.ufl.edu

Course Communications: 
· Email: amberemanuel@ufl.edu I will respond to emails within 24 hours during weekdays and within 48 hours over the weekend. Please take this into account when emailing me. 
· Additionally, you should make a point to regularly check for course-related notices via the Announcement tool on the Canvas course website. Students who fail to keep up with posted announcements risk missing important information related to the course, including possible changes in assignment due dates.

required Texts: No textbook is required for this course. Relevant readings are linked in Canvas. Additional suggested readings/resources are also available in Canvas.

Course Description: The purpose of this course is to introduce the principles of community and public health promotion.  The course centers on five major topics: the foundations of community health and community health promotion, demography and epidemiology, community health services and resources, planning community health interventions, and environmental health protection.
Prerequisite Knowledge and Skills:  Health Education and Behavior (HEB) majors, junior or senior standing and HSC 3032 with a minimum grade of C.

Course Objectives:  
Upon completion of HSC3201, you will be able to:
1. Explain why community health is both a cause and a consequence of history.
2. Compare and contrast the contributions of agencies and organizations that influence community health.
3. Apply basic principles of epidemiology to identify, prioritize, control, and prevent public health and social problems.
4. Discuss factors that affect a community’s health.
5. Explain the impact of environmental conditions on community health.
6. Identify the roles and actions of community health educators and community organizers in addressing and dismantling racism, as it acts as a barrier to health equity. 
7. Develop and nurture an understanding of personal and professional responsibility as it relates to working in communities.  
8. Apply course concepts to real-life situations and events.
9. Identify key issues in community health in today’s society. 
10. Synthesize these above concepts by applying them to help address a current community health issue. 

Inclusive learning statement: Your success in this class—and at UF and beyond—is important to me. I strive to provide an environment that is equitable and conducive to achievement and learning for all students. I ask that we all be respectful of diverse opinions and of all class members.
If there are circumstances that may affect your performance in this class, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can work together to develop strategies to meet both your needs and the needs of the course.  I recognize that there are many reasons students may need to adjust their pace, style, or method of learning, including but not limited to disability, temporary or ongoing personal life circumstances, unexpected emergencies, or other learning differences. You need not have a specific reason or diagnosis to talk to me about your needs; everyone deserves to learn in the way that makes the most sense for them at any point in time. Every possible effort will be made to accommodate you to help you succeed. 


Minimum Technology Requirements: The University of Florida expects students entering an online program to acquire computer hardware and software appropriate to their degree program. A student’s computer configuration should include webcam, microphone, broadband access, and Microsoft Office suite.
Individual colleges may have additional requirements or recommendations, which students should review before starting their program. More information on technical requirements is available at the UF Online website.

MINIMUM TECHNICAL SKILLS: To complete your tasks in this course, you will need a basic understanding of operating a computer and using word processing software.

MATERIALS/SUPPLY FEES: Please consult the course schedule at ONE.UF for more information on specific supplies and fees for the course.

Instructional Methods: The instructional methods used in this course include video lectures, assigned readings, weekly quizzes, written assignments, discussions, and an overall capstone project.
This class is divided into the Orientation module and 12 content modules. 
1. Course Materials: You will learn about the module topics by completing assigned readings and watching and interacting with video lectures and other learning materials. Reviewing these materials is key to your success in the course.
2. PlayPosit & Canvas Quizzes (10 points each): The orientation quiz does not count towards your final average, but it must be completed at a score of 100% before the rest of the course will open. There are also a number of graded PlayPosit quizzes and Canvas quizzes embedded in the module lectures. All quizzes may be taken multiple times.
3. Weekly Assignments (either Process/Writing or Discussions)
a. Process/Writing (30 points each): Some course activities will be writing or process assignments which relate directly to that week’s concepts. These will help you build writing and critical thinking skills that you will need for the final project.
b. Discussions (30 points each): Many of the weekly course assignments will be class discussions where you interact with your peers. Take these seriously, as they help you build a learning community and practice your critical thinking skills.
4. Semester Project (520 points, varies by assignment)
The semester project is the capstone for the term. During this project, you will become familiar with a community and one of its health issues. You will research the community and the issue, and then consider solutions and interventions. Your ultimate goal will be to create a written paper, webpage, video, or other approved media that documents the community and the health issue. Your media should suggest a community-focused and empowering health program event that will help address the issue and take into account the needs and values of community members. 

Semester Project Grade Breakdown:
	Component	
	Points

	Project Topic
	10

	Reflection on Zoom with James Agan
	20

	Interview Questions
	20

	Meet with Dr. Emanuel 
	20

	Interview With Community Organization
	80

	Interview/Volunteer with Community Organization
	80

	Community and Health Paper
	240

	Post-Reflection
	50

	Total
	520



Calculating Your Final Course Grade:
	Category
	Number and Individual Points
	Total Points

	Quizzes
	11 @ 10 points each
	110

	Discussions
	8 @ 30 points each
	240

	Writing/Process Assignments
	5 @ 30 points each
	150

	Semester Project
	8; varies by assignment (see first table)
	520

	
	Total
	1020



GRADING SCALE: 
A		(93% or better)		
A-		(90% or better) 	
B+		(88% or better)	
B		(82% or better)	
B-		(80% or better)	
C+ 		(78% or better)	
C		(72% or better)	
C-		(70% or better)
D+		(68% or better)
D		(60% or better)	
F		(below 60%)	
Please consult the Canvas Modules page for the schedule of topics and assignments. 
Course Policies

Quiz PolicY: Quiz feedback is provided to the student immediately following the due date. Students have one week to view quiz feedback. Questions about quiz questions will be answered following the completion of the quiz by all students. If you have a question about specific quiz questions, you need to describe your concern in an email within 1 week after the quiz is completed.

Late work Policy:  Your success in this class depends on keeping up with coursework. While this is your responsibility as a student, I also understand that “life happens” and things come up that affect our ability to complete all of our responsibilities according to a predetermined schedule, especially with recent world events. 
Accordingly, there is a Life Happens Pass (LHP) that allows you to submit three assignments up to four calendar days past the deadline to remain eligible for grading. Go to the Google form located in the Orientation Module and submit the form. You have to complete the Life Happens Pass via the Google form and submit the work within four days. You get 3 LHPs, and all other late work will receive a zero. You cannot use the LHP on optional/extra credit work or any work due in the last week of the semester or during finals week.  

ASSIGNMENT POLICY: Assignments are due according to the due dates and times listed in the course schedule. All assignments are due by 11:59 ET on the due date. Rubrics for assignments can be found in Canvas. Only uploaded work in Canvas will be accepted. All work should be uploaded as PDFs or .doc(x). Please be aware that Canvas closes assignments at the time they are due. Do not wait until the last minute to upload your assignment or the assignment may be closed. It is your responsibility that you upload the correct document by the due date/time. Check to make sure you have uploaded the correct document. Failure to upload the correct document before Canvas closes the assignment will result in a 0 for that assignment. Submit early to avoid being stressed about this!

Feedback Policy: I strive to return all grades within 10 days, but there may be occasional delays in grading. Please note that it is unethical and in direct violation of the UF Student Honor Code to request an unjustifiable (e.g., “rounding up”) grade adjustment (UF Student Honor Code: “Conspiracy to Commit Academic Dishonesty”).  

Attendance Policy: Requirements for class attendance and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this course are consistent with university policies.
As this is an asynchronous online course, you are expected to exhibit a high level of self-discipline. Each module was designed for completion on a week-by-week basis (with a few exceptions of assignments being worked on over multiple modules). During Week 1, I recommend you peruse each module in Canvas to familiarize yourself with deliverables, number of lectures, and readings.

Tips for success: To help you earn a desired grade in this course, I have outlined a five-point plan that I hope you will follow throughout the semester. If you choose to engage in this process, I believe that you will not only do better in the class, but you will also come away having really learned the course material. Here are the steps to achieving success in HSC 3201:
1. Complete any assigned weekly readings and take notes. Be an active, not a passive reader. If you want to remember what you have learned and be able to apply it later, read with a pen in your hand!
2. Watch and listen to the online lectures and supplementary videos. While watching, amend and add to your reading notes. You can pause the lectures periodically if you want to, and the lecture transcripts are available in Canvas. Also, take the PlayPosit and Canvas quizzes seriously! They are a small part of your term grade, but they will test you on basic concepts from the lectures that you will need to know for the weekly assignments and term project. 
3. Use your reading and lecture notes to help you complete high-quality work for the discussion posts and written responses. I really want to see effort and thought put into these activities. Please do not produce something just to fulfill the requirement. The critical thinking and writing skills you develop via these assignments will help you not just in this class, but throughout college and beyond.
4. Start the semester project early. There are checkpoint assignments starting halfway through the term to help you stay on course, but beginning even earlier will result in a thoughtful, well-developed project that could have real impact for you and your community. If you have questions, please contact me so we can discuss your project together.
5. Contact me if you need support. I encourage you to communicate with me throughout the term. Whether the issue is large or small, it is important to reach out and connect so that we can plot a way forward. Remember, I am here to help! 

Course Technology:  For technical assistance with the course, please contact the UF Help Desk or call (352) 392-HELP - select option 2.

Online course evaluation:  Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of instruction in this course by completing a course evaluation online via GatorEvals. The university has provided guidance on how to give feedback. 
Students will be notified when the evaluation period opens and can complete the evaluation either through the email they receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or via the GatorEvals website.
Summaries of course evaluation results are available to students at the GatorEvals results page. 


UF Policies

Privacy: Any synchronous online class or office hours sessions may be audio-visually recorded. Students who participate with their camera engaged or utilize a profile image are agreeing to have their video or image recorded. If you are unwilling to consent to have your profile or video image recorded, be sure to keep your camera off and do not use a profile image. 
Likewise, students who un-mute during class and participate orally are agreeing to have their voices recorded. If you are not willing to consent to having your voice recorded, you will need to keep your mute button activated and communicate exclusively using the "chat" feature, which allows students to type questions and comments live. The chat will not be recorded or shared. 
As in all courses, unauthorized recording and unauthorized sharing of recorded materials is prohibited.

Recording and redistribution of course materials: Students are allowed to record video or audio of class lectures. However, the purposes for which these recordings may be used are strictly controlled. The only allowable purposes are (1) for personal educational use, (2) in connection with a complaint to the university, or (3) as evidence in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding. All other purposes are prohibited. Specifically, students may not publish recorded lectures without the written consent of the instructor. 
A “class lecture” is an educational presentation intended to inform or teach enrolled students about a particular subject, including any instructor-led discussions that form part of the presentation, and delivered by any instructor hired or appointed by the University, or by a guest instructor, as part of a University of Florida course. 
A class lecture does not include lab sessions, student presentations, clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving solely student participation, assessments (quizzes, tests, exams), field trips, private conversations between students in the class or between a student and the faculty or lecturer during a class session. 
Publication without permission of the instructor is prohibited. To “publish” means to share, transmit, circulate, distribute, or provide access to a recording, regardless of format or medium, to another person (or persons), including but not limited to another student within the same class section. Additionally, a recording, or transcript of a recording, is considered published if it is posted on or uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not limited to social media, book, magazine, newspaper, leaflet, or third-party note/tutoring services. 
A student who publishes a recording without written consent may be subject to a civil cause of action instituted by a person injured by the publication and/or discipline under UF Regulation 4.040 Student Policy on Course Syllabi 3 UF, Academic Affairs, August 5th, 2021, Honor Code and Student Conduct Code.

University Policy on Accommodating Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requesting accommodations should first register with the Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc ) by providing appropriate documentation.  Once registered, students will receive an accommodation letter which must be presented to the instructor when requesting accommodation.  Students with disabilities should follow this procedure as early as possible in the semester.

University Policy on Academic Conduct:  UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge, which states, “We, the members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of honor and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code. On all work submitted for credit by students at the University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: “On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The Conduct Code specifies behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible sanctions. If you have any questions or concerns, please consult with the instructor for this class.
The Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code states that:
"A Student must not represent as the Student’s own work all or any portion of the work of another. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:
· Stealing, misquoting, insufficiently paraphrasing, or patch-writing.
· Self-plagiarism, which is the reuse of the Student’s own submitted work, or the simultaneous submission of the Student’s own work, without the full and clear acknowledgment and permission of the Faculty to whom it is submitted.
· Submitting materials from any source without proper attribution.
· Submitting a document, assignment, or material that, in whole or in part, is identical or substantially identical to a document or assignment the Student did not author."
University of Florida students are bound by the Honor Pledge. On all work submitted for credit by a student, the following pledge is required or implied: “On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The Student Honor Code and Conduct Code (Regulation 4.040) specifies a number of behaviors that are in violation of this code, as well as the process for reported allegations and sanctions that may be implemented. All potential violations of the code will be reported to Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution. If a student is found responsible for an Honor Code violation in this course, the instructor will enter a Grade Adjustment sanction which may be up to or including failure of the course.

Class Demeanor or Netiquette: All members of the class are expected to follow rules of common courtesy in all email messages, threaded discussions, and chats. UF has provided a netiquette guide.





Getting Help and additional resources

General Resources: For issues with technical difficulties for e-Learning, please contact the UF Computing Help Desk. The phone number is (352) 392-HELP (4357).
Any requests for make-ups due to technical issues MUST be accompanied by the ticket number received from the Help Desk when the problem was reported to them. The ticket number will document the time and date of the problem. You MUST email your instructor within 24 hours of the technical difficulty if you wish to request a make-up.
More Technical Resources
· UF Licensed Software Students can access software programs like Office 365 and Adobe at free or reduced rates.
· UF All Access The University of Florida's digital course materials program. Selected courses are available through UF All Access to provide students with the lowest prices on their eBooks and courseware products.
· UF Apps Provides access to software applications from any computing device--laptops, tablets, desktops, and smartphones—from any location, at any time.
· VPN The Gatorlink VPN service provides secure remote access to the University of Florida network and makes it appear as if your computer were physically attached to the campus network. By using the Gatorlink VPN client, you may access resources on the UF network that are not typically available over an Internet path.
· Canvas Quickstart Guide This short guide will get you started with using Canvas.
· Training and Safety UFIT offers free software and other technical training sessions for students, teachers, and staff.
· Safe Computing Practices Learn how to protect your computer from threats regardless of brand, model, and operating system.
· Zoom is an easy-to-use video conferencing service available to all UF students, faculty, and staff that allows for meetings of up to 100 participants. 
More Resources for Online Students 
Available at the Distance Learning website. These include:
· Counseling and wellness resources
· Disability resources
· Resources for handling student concerns and complaints
· Library Help Desk support
Should you have any complaints with your experience in this course please visit http://www.distance.ufl.edu/student-complaints to submit a complaint. 


HEALTH AND WELLNESS: 
If you or someone you know is in distress, please visit the U Matter, We Care website or call 352-392-1575 to refer or report a concern. A team member will reach out.
Visit the Counseling and Wellness Center website or call 352-392-1575 for information on crisis services and non-crisis services.
Visit the Student Health Care Center website or call 352-392-1161 for 24/7 information on finding the care you need.
For safety and support, visit the University Police Department website or call 352-392-1111 (or 9-1-1 for emergencies).
For immediate medical care, call 352-733-0111 or go to the UF Health/Shands Emergency Room and Trauma Center at 1515 SW Archer Road.
For prevention services focused on optimal wellbeing, including wellness coaching for academic success, visit the GatorWell website or call 352-273-4450.
COVID-19
In response to COVID-19, UF has established practices to maintain your learning environment, to enhance the safety of our in-classroom interactions, and to further the health and safety of ourselves, our neighbors, and our loved ones.  
UF COVID Information
UF Guidance on Health and Wellness

ACADEMIC RESOURCES: 
· Career Connections Center: Reitz Union Suite 1300, 352-392-1601. Career assistance and counseling services.
· Library Support: Various ways to receive assistance with respect to using the libraries or finding resources. Distance student resources are also available. 
· Teaching Center: Broward Hall, 352-392-2010 or to make an appointment, 352-392-6420. General study skills and tutoring.
· Writing Studio: 2215 Turlington Hall, 352-846-1138. Help brainstorming, formatting, and writing papers.
· Student Complaints and Grievances Information is available in the Student Honor Code and Conduct Code.
· University Registrar Find information on records, data, and enrollment.
· Academic Deadlines and Calendar Consult for all important upcoming events.
· UF Online Resources  Access to many services to help you achieve your goals.

ACCESSIBILITY AND PRIVACY POLICIES: 
For information about the privacy policies of the tools used in this course, see the links below:
· Adobe
· Adobe Privacy Policy
· Adobe Accessibility
· Instructure (Canvas)
· Instructure Privacy Policy
· Instructure Accessibility
· Microsoft
· Microsoft Privacy Policy
· Microsoft Accessibility
· PlayPosit
· PlayPosit Privacy Policy
· PlayPosit Accessibility
· Sonic Foundry (Mediasite Streaming Video Player)
· Sonic Foundry Privacy Policy
· Sonic Foundry Accessibility  (PDF)
· YouTube (Google)
· YouTube (Google) Privacy Policy
· YouTube (Google) Accessibility
· Zoom
· Zoom Privacy Policy
· Zoom Accessibility

DISCLAIMER: This syllabus represents my current plans and objectives.  As we go through the semester, those plans may need to change to enhance the class learning opportunity.  Such changes, communicated clearly, are not unusual and should be expected.



