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EDUCATION

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, Gainesville, FL, United States 2023 -2027
Ph.D. in Health and Human Performance

Specialization: Sport Management

Advisor: Kyriaki Kaplanidou, PhD

UNIVERSITY OF SAO PAULO, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil 2020 - 2022
M.S. in Physical Activity Sciences

Specialization: Physical Activity in Health Promotion

Thesis: Cheerleading in the Olympic Games: new perspectives for the Brazilian sports scenario
Advisor: Ricardo Uvinha, PhD

UNIVERSITY OF SAO PAULO, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil 2014 - 2018
B.S. in Physical Education

Thesis: Men's artistic gymnastics and competition: analysis of the regional games and open games
in Sao Paulo state

Advisor: Michele Carbinatto, PhD

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Community Development
Sport for Social Change
Olympic Games

Physical Activity and Health
Gymnastics and Cheerleading

PUBLICATIONS
Peer-reviewed Journal Articles

8) Novaes, V. K. H., Moraes, L. C. L., Santana, W. F., & Lima, L. B. de Q. (2024). Panorama do cheerleading
no Brasil. Lecturas: Educacion Fisica y Deportes, 29(318), 109-125. DOI: 10.46642/efd.v29i318.7430 -
Published in Portuguese

7) Pires, L.C., Santana, W.F., Romano, F.S., Takayanagi, ].F.G.B., Tavares, G.H., Lusby, C., Uvinha, R. R,
Oliveira, N.R.C. (2024). Mental Health, Resilient Coping, and Hope Among Sao Paulo Residents During
COVID-19 Social Distancing. Psicologia E Satide Em Debate, 10(2), 308-329. DOI: 10.22289/2446-
922X.V10A2A18 - Published in English

6) Santana, W.F., Uvinha, R.R. (2024). Challenges in Long-Term Sport Management: The Case of
Cheerleading in Brazil. Journal of Management and Business in Sport - Published in Portuguese

5) Santana, W.F,, Oliveira, M.H., Uvinha, R.R. (2022). Are the Olympics up-to-date? Measures taken by the
I0C to enhance gender equality in the Games. Olimpianos Journal of Olympic Studies. DOLI:
10.309370/2526- 6314.v6.id156 - Published in English
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4) Santana, W.F,, Tavares, G., Pires, L.C., Romano, F.S,, Lusby, C., Oliveira, N.R.C., Uvinha, R.R. (2022). The
decrease in the physical activity levels during the COVID-19 social distancing period. Motriz. Rev. Educ.
Fis. 28:10224. DOI: 10.1590/s1980-657420220016521 - Published in English

3) Santana, W.F., Waureck, A. (2022). Innovation through marketing: experiences in micro and small
companies in the city of Sao Paulo with the SEBRAE’s ALI project. Journal of Entrepreneurship and
Management of Micro and Small Enterprises. DO1:10.29327/237867.7.2-2 - Published in Portuguese

2) Santana, W.F. (2022). An innovative experience in school physical education: report on cheerleading
practice among children and adolescents. Themes in School Physical Education. DOLI:
10.33025/tefe.v7i0.3605) - Published in Portuguese

1) Lima, L.B.Q,, Silva, P.P., Schiavon L.M., Santana, W.F., Carbinatto, M.V. (2017). Regional Games and Sao
Paulo State Open Games: political influences on the development of artistic gymnastics. Brazilian Journal
of Physical Education and Sport. 31:13. DOI: 10.11606/1807-55092017000v31s10001 - Published in
Portuguese

Other Peer-reviewed Publications

2) Santana, W.F. (2023). Cheerleading in the Olympic Games: new perspectives for the Brazilian sports
scenario. (Master's thesis). School of Arts, Sciences, and Humanities, University of Sao Paulo, Sdo Paulo.
d0i:10.11606/D.100.2022.tde-17012023-213419 - Published in Portuguese

1) Santana, W.F. (2018). Men's artistic gymnastics and competition: Analysis of the regional games and
Paulista open games (Bachelor's thesis). School of Physical Education and Sport, University of Sdo Paulo -

Published in Portuguese

Journal Articles (In Progress)

4) Santana, W. F. "I don't know where to report what happened": A study on prevention and reporting
systems in varsity cheerleading. (In Progress, Target Journal: Sociology of Sport Journal).

3) Santana, W. F., & Kaplanidou, K. Modeling social capital development in sports: An exploration of the
training environment using club gymnastics. (In Progress, Target Journal: Sport Management Review)

2) Santana, W. F., & Kaplanidou, K. Beyond the podium: The role model impact of an elite athlete on sport
for development in Brazil. (In Progress, Target Journal: Journal of Sport Management).

1) Santana, W.F., Kaplanidou, K., Uvinha, R. R. The Evolution of Competitive Cheerleading: Navigating
Challenges Toward an Olympic Debut. (Submitted in English to the Sport in Society Journal)

Chapters (In Progress)

Yun, L., Francis, ], Garrison, K., Kim, ]., Lee, T., Lei, Y., Santana, W. F., Uzun, B., & Cunningham, G. B. Theory
in Sport Management. Human Kinetics.

GRANTS, HONORS AND AWARDS

International Student Achievement Awards from UF 2024
Nominee. Recognized for academic excellence and contributions as an international student at the
University of Florida.

SEEDS Mentorship from NASSS 2024
Selected for the Scholars Enlightened Engaged Disrupting Structures (SEEDS) program, a NASSS initiative
supporting racially minoritized graduate students and junior faculty through mentorship and
professional development.
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Alberto Madella Scholarship from EASM 2024
Awarded to cover the European Association of Sport Management (EASM) conference fee in Paris, France.
The only recipient not affiliated with a European university in this round.

e Prize money of € 600

UF Student Government Travel Grant 2024
Student travel grant earned to attend the European Association of Sport Management (EASM) in Paris,
France

e  Prize money of US$ 500

UF SPM Department Travel Grant 2024-2025
Student travel grant was earned to attend the European Association of Sport Management (EASM) in
Paris, France

e  Prize money of US$ 1000

UF SPM Department Travel Grant 2023-2024
Student travel grant was earned to attend the Applied Association of Sport Management in Knoxville,
Tennessee, and the Event Management Conference in Orlando, Florida.

e  Prize money of US$ 1000

UF Student Government Travel Grant 2024
Student travel grant earned to attend the Applied Association of Sport Management in Knoxville,
Tennessee.

e  Prize money of US$ 350

3rd Best Master Thesis 2023
Brazilian Association of Sport Management (ABRAGESP)

Prize received during the 4th edition of the Brazilian Conference of Sport Management (CBGE) in Brasilia,
Brazil, in December of 2023

UF SPM PhD Research Funding 2023
Student research proposal competition award granted by the University of
Florida’s department of Sport Management for data collection towards the
research proposal titled: The Trickle-Down Effect: Long-term Effects of an Olympian Brazilian Gymnast
Athlete on Community Sport Development

e Prize money of US$ 500

Graduate School Funding Award (GSFA) 2023-2027
University of Florida

Fully funded distinguished 4-year research fellowship plus tuition waiver awarded by the University of
Florida’s College of Health and Human Performance for the Ph.D. based on academic achievements and
research potential.

Certificate of Excellence 2022
Olympic Studies Forum

Certificate received for achieving the highest score in the work's presentation: "Cheerleading at the
Olympic Games?" Possibilities for the development of the sport in Brazil."

2nd Best Research Project 2021
Santana, W.F,, Oliveira, M.H. Working for Gender Equality in the Olympic Games: the possibilities of
Olympism to improve gender-balanced participation”.
Presented at the 4th IV Forum of Sport for Development and Peace 2021 from the call “The potential of
Sport to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)”. Partnership by UNESCO and the
Guatemaltecan Olympic Committee.

e Prize money of US$ 1600.

Research Assistantship 2020-2021
Brazilian Micro and Small Business Support Service (SEBRAE), Sao Paulo, Brazil.
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Funded by National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (EXP-SB /CNPq)
e Approximate total value of BRL 98.000,00.

Commencement speaker 2019
Degree ceremony of the Physical Education at the University of Sao Paulo Class of 2018

Undergraduate Teaching Assistantship 2015-2018
Faculty of Education of the University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Funded by the Unified Scholarship Program of the University of Sao Paulo

e Approximate total value of BRL 14,400,00

Award to the project of Gymnastics for All at the School of Application 2017
From the Fomentation of Culture and Extension Initiatives — Partnership between the University of Sao
Paulo and the Santander Bank

e Approximate total value of BRL 10,000.00

Undergraduate Research Assistantship 2016 - 2017
School of Physical Education and Sport of the University of Sao Paulo
Funded by National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (PIBIC/CNPq)

e Approximate total value of BRL 4.800,00

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Graduate Research Fellow 2023 - 2027
College of Health and Human Performance, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, US

Funding: Graduate Student Funded Award Fellowship- University of Florida

Supervisor: Kyriaki Kaplanidou, PhD

e Conducting scientific research to publish in peer-reviewed academic journals

e Supporting a designated faculty member in their research and publication efforts as a
contributing author

e Engaging in research tasks as part of the Innovative Research Initiatives in Sport Events lab (I-
RISE) team

e Delivering research findings at both academic and business conferences

Graduate Research Assistant (Volunteer) 2020 - 2024
Physical Activity and Coping Strategies (PACS) during the COVID-19 pandemic: a multiple country
comparison study
School of Arts, Sciences and Humanities of the University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Supervisor: Ricardo Uvinha, PhD and Nara Oliveira, PhD.

e Developed strategies to apply the studied protocol at various facilities to gather data

e Organized and attended meetings regarding the research during every stage

e Acquired great experience with research planning and group organization

e Led to the two national articles with this Brazilian database

Research Assistant 2020-2023
Productivity strategies for small businesses in Sao Paulo
Brazilian Micro and Small Business Support Service (SEBRAE), Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Funding: National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (EXP-SB/CNPq) and SEBRAE
Supervisor: Ariadne Waureck, PhD

e Mentored in leadership and time management

e Taught organization skills to local entrepreneurs

e Developed of marketing and communication strategies

e Implemented Design Thinking, Data Analysis, and Agile Methodologies in Sao Paulo’s Businesses

Undergraduate Research Assistant 2015 -2017
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Athlete Development and Sport Pedagogy

School of Physical Education and Sport of the University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Funding: National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (PIBIC/CNPq)
Supervisor: Michele Carbinatto, PhD

e (Gained experience with qualitative research methods
e Conducted data collection in every artistic gymnastics facilities of Sao Paulo state
e Attended project meetings with publications, presentations, and discussions

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Teaching Assistant 2024 - Spring
SPM3012 - Social Issues in Sport
College of Health and Human Performance
University of Florida
Supervisor: Christine Wegner, PhD
e Responsible for grading student essays

Teaching Assistant 2024 - Spring
SPM4104 - Facility Design & Management
College of Health and Human Performance
University of Florida
Supervisor: Brian Avery
e Responsible for grading student activities and exams.

Teaching Assistant 2024 - Spring
SPM4724 - Risk Management in Live Entertainment & Sports
College of Health and Human Performance
University of Florida
Supervisor: Brian Avery
e Responsible for grading student activities and exams.

Teaching Assistant 2015-2018
Gymnastics for All at the School of Application (GYMNUSP)
Faculty of Education of the University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Funding: Unified Scholarship Program of the University of Sao Paulo
Award: Fomentation of Culture and Extension Initiatives - USP/SANTANDER
Supervisor: Monica Ehrenberg, PhD
e Taught acrobatic elements to teenage students
e Created choreographies for presentation at different national and international events
e Presented academic research posters related to the project in conferences

Teaching Assistant (Volunteer) 2018 - Fall
Historical Dimensions of Physical Education and Sport
School of Physical Education and Sport of the University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil.

Supervisor: Katia Rubio, PhD

« Joined the Olympic Studies Group (GEO-USP) to the Olympism in Action Forum during the Youth
Olympic Games in Buenos Aires in 2018

CONGRESS AND CONFERENCES

Oral Presentation

8) Santana, W. F. (2024). "I don't know where to report what happened": A study on prevention and
reporting systems in varsity cheerleading. Oral presentation at the North American Society for the
Sociology of Sport (NASSS) Conference. Chicago, IL.
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7) Santana, W. F., & Oliveira, M. H. (2024). Olympic inspiration and transformation in Brazilian
gymnastics: The impact of gymnast Rebeca Andrade. Oral presentation at the North American Society for
the Sociology of Sport (NASSS) Conference. Chicago, IL.

6) Santana, W.F., Kaplanidou, K. (2024). Role Models in Motion: Daiane dos Santos' Impact on
Gymnastics and Youth Development in Brazil. Oral presentation at the European Association for Sport
Management (EASM) Conference. Paris, France.

5) Santana, W.F,, Kaplanidou, K. (2024). Cheerleading's leap into tradition: Navigating new frontiers in
Brazilian varsity sports. Oral presentation at the Event Management Conference. Orlando, FL, United
States

4) Santana, W.F., Kaplanidou, K. (2024). Cheerleading's Olympic Odyssey: Lessons from Emerging Sports
in Applied Sports Management. Oral presentation at the Applied Sport Management Association
Conference. Knoxville, TN, United States

3) Pires, L.C (Presenter)., Santana, W.F., Romano, F.S., Tavares, G., Takayanagi, ].F.G.B., Lusby, C., Oliveira,
N.R.C,, Uvinha, R.R. (2024). Mental Health, Resilient Coping Strategies and Hope of Sao Paulo City
Residents During the Period of Social Detachment in the COVID-19 Pandemic. Oral presentation at the
BRICSCESS - 3rd Conference on BRICS Exercise & Sports Science. New Delhi, India.

3) Santana, W.F,, Uvinha, R.R. (2022). Cheerleading in the Olympic Games? New perspectives for the
Brazilian Sports Scene. Oral presentation at the Olympic Studies Forum 25t Edition. Juiz de Fora, MG,
Brazil

2) Santana, W.F. Pires, L.C,, Oliveira, N.R.C. (2021). Physical Activity and Coping Strategies During the
Covid-19 Pandemic: A Comparative Study. Oral presentation at the Academic Congress of UNIFESP.
Santos, SP, Brazil

1) Santana, W.F,, Pires, P.P., Carbinatto, M. (2015). Men's Artistic Gymnastics: Profile of Coaches with
Outstanding Results at the Sdo Paulo Open Games. 23rd International Symposium on Scientific and
Technological Initiation at USP. Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil

CONGRESS AND CONFERENCES
Poster presentation

13) Santana, W.F., & Kaplanidou, K. (2024). Breaking barriers and inspiring change: The legacy of Daiane
dos Santos through the lens of motivational role modeling theory. Poster presented at the D.K. Stanley
Symposium and at the Graduate Student Research Day. Gainesville, FL, United States

12) Santana, W.F., Uvinha, R.R. (2022). The profile of a cheerleading coach in the city of Sao Paulo. Poster
presented at the International Congress of Sports Pedagogy. Piracicaba, SP, Brazil

11) Santana, W.F., Uvinha, R.R. (2022). Innovative practices in physical education: experience with
cheerleading in children and adolescents. Poster presented at the International Congress of Sports
Pedagogy. Piracicaba, SP, Brazil

10) Santana, W.F., Tavares, G, Pires, L.C., Lusby, C., Oliveira, N.R.C., Uvinha, R.R. (2021). The impact of
the pandemic of COVID-19 on the decrease of physical activity in Sao Paulo city residents during the
quarantine period. Poster presented at the 13t Brazilian Congress of Physical Activity and Health.
Manaus, AM, Brazil

9) Oliveira, M.H (Presenter)., Santana, W.F., Toledo, E. (2019). Profile of sponsors of international artistic
gymnastics events held in Brazil: reflections for the promotion of the sport. Poster presented at the
Brazilian Congress of Sports Management, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil

8) Santana, W.F,, Cruz, A., Ehrenberg. (2018). Gymnastics for all as a practice incentive: experience in the
School of Application of the Faculty of Education of the University of Sao Paulo. Poster presented at the
VIII International Forum of Gymnastics for All, Campinas, SP, Brazil
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7) Santana, W.F., Carbinatto, M. (2018). Profile of the male artistic gymnastics coaches with expressive
results in the Sao Paulo state open games. Poster presented at the International Congress of Sports
Pedagogy. Campinas, SP, Brazil

6) Santana, W.F,, Rubio, K (Presenter). (2018). Gender and Olympism: sexism in the universe of eSports.
Poster presented at the 1st Brazilian Congress of Electronic Games e-Sports. Lavras, MG, Brazil

5) Santana, W.F. (2017). Building the Olympic spirit through volunteer experience in artistic gymnastics
at the Rio Games. Poster presented at the VII Olympic Studies Seminar. Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil

4) Santana, W.F,, Carbinatto, M. (2017). Men's artistic gymnastics and competition: analysis of the
regional games and open games in Sao Paulo state. Poster presented at the 25t International Symposium
on Scientific and Technological Initiation at USP. Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil

3) Santana, W.F,, Oliveira, Y.P,, Cruz, A, Ehrenberg., Carbinatto, M.C. (2016). Gymnastics for All in School:
An Experience at the School of Education of the University of Sdo Paulo. Poster presented at the VII
International Forum of Gymnastics for All, Campinas, SP, Brazil

2) Pires, P.P (Presenter)., Santana, W.F., Carbinatto, M. (2016). Profile of Coaches in Women's Artistic
Gymnastics with Outstanding Results at the Sdo Paulo Open Games. Poster presented at the International
Congress of Sports Pedagogy. Campinas, SP, Brazil

1) Santana, W.F,, Pires, P.P., Carbinatto, M. (2016). Men's Artistic Gymnastics: Profile of Coaches with

Outstanding Results at the Sdo Paulo Open Games. Poster presented at the International Congress of
Sports Pedagogy. Campinas, SP, Brazil

GRADUATE COMMITTEE ACTIVITY

Thesis Examination Committee Member 2023 Jun
Federal University of Parana (UFPR), Curitiba, Brazil

Thesis Title: Panorama of Cheerleading in Brazil: Pathways, Achievements, and Pioneers

Candidate: Vinicius Kazuo Hayashi Novaes

e Acted as a committee member to evaluate undergraduate thesis submissions in the Bachelor of
Physical Education program.

e Reviewed and assessed the research quality, methodology, and overall presentation of thesis
projects.

e Offered detailed feedback and actionable recommendations to enhance academic rigor and
presentation quality.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

President, HHP GO 2024 - 2025
College of Health and Human Performance, University of Florida
e Led the Health and Human Performance Graduate Organization (HHP GO), overseeing the
planning and execution of activities and events for the graduate community within the College of
Health and Human Performance.
e Organized three major events each semester, fostering engagement across the HHP community,
including doctoral and master’s students.
e Collaborated closely with the executive board to manage operations, streamline communication,
and ensure the successful planning and execution of events.

Research Assistant 2023 -2027
Department of Sport Management, University of Florida
Advisor: Dr. Kyriaki Kaplanidou

William F. Santana
Curriculum Vitae



e Conducted in-depth research on sports event management and community development as part
of the Innovative Research Initiatives in Sport Events (I-RISE) lab, contributing to peer-reviewed
publications and international conference presentations.

e Collaborated closely with Dr. Kyriaki Kaplanidou on grant applications, research proposals, and
interdisciplinary studies, demonstrating a strong ability to secure funding and advance academic
inquiry.

e Led data-driven projects within the I-RISE lab, utilizing advanced research methodologies and
analysis techniques to generate impactful insights in the field of sport management.

Cheerleading Coach 2019- 2023
School of Communication and Arts (ECAUSP), Sao Paulo, Brazil
Coach of the GOLDENS ECA-USP Varsity College Cheerleading Team Level 2.1. Total athletes: 33
Achievements:

e 2019 - 5th place TEAM CHEER CPU

e 2022 - 1stplace TEAM CHEER CPU

e 2023 - 1st place TEAM CHEER GOLDENS JUBs FASE SP

e 2023 - 3rd place TEAM CHEER JUCA

Sports Manager - Cheerleading 2019-2023
Sao Paulo University Sports Federation (FUPE), Sao Paulo, Brazil
e Coordinated the inauguration of cheerleading as one of the competitive sports in the Brazilian
University Championship (CPU) in 2019
e Managed the second edition of the CPU event in October 2022 after the Pandemic
e Organized the inaugural Brazilian University Games Sdo Paulo Phase (JUBs FASE SP), marking
the debut of cheerleading as a competitive modality in this championship in 2023

Substitute Gymnastics Teacher 2019
Colégio JM], Sdo Paulo, Brazil Total students: 61
e Conducted gymnastics classes for nine groups of students aged 4 to 15, focusing on skill
development and teamwork.
e C(Created Gymnastics for All and Cheerleading routines for the school’s year-end performance
event.

Physical Education Intern

Social Service of Commerce (SESC), Osasco, Brazil 2016-2018
e Conducted sports training for children and adolescents
e Instructed adults and elderly individuals in exercise routines
e Offered multifunctional fitness classes designed for participants of various ages

Administrative Assistant 2012-2014
Bradesco Bank, Osasco, Brazil.

e Oversaw supplier management
e Fostered communication and collaboration with branches throughout Brazil

Army Soldier 2012
20 GACL, Barueri, Brazil.

e Completed military basic training, acquiring essential combat skills, firearm proficiency, and
military procedures.

Administrative Assistant (Apprentice) 2011
Brazilian Postal Service (CORREIOS), Sao Paulo, Brazil.

e Managed the reception, recording, archiving, and dispatch of documents
e Updated and maintained Excel spreadsheets
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ATHLETE EXPERIENCE

Artistic Gymnastics Athlete 2023-2025
UF Club Gymnastics, Gainesville, FL, United States

Cheerleading Athlete 2022-2023
Goldens ECA-USP, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Achievements

e 2022 - 1stplace BEST CHEER CPU
e 2023 - 1stplace BEST CHEER JUBs SP

Contemporary Dancer 2016-2018
Studio Artes do Corpo, Sao Paulo, Brazil
Achievements
e Presented the season spectacle in 2016 at the Centro Italo-Brasileiro (575 seats) and in 2018 at
the Eldorado Mall Arts Theater (769 seats)

Gymnastics for All Athlete 2015-2018
Gymnusp EEFE-USP, Sao Paulo, Brazil
Achievements

e Presented at the VIII and IX International Forum of Gymnastics for All, in Campinas, Brazil.

Cheerleading Athlete
Fierce Extreme, Santo Andre, Brazil 2013-2018
Part-time cheerleading tumbler and base.
Achievements:
e 2013 - 2nd place BEST CHEER Brazilian Cheerleading Championship
2014 - 1st place BEST CHEER Brazilian Cheerleading Championship
2014 - 1st place STUNT GROUP Brazilian Cheerleading Championship
2015 - 2nd place BEST CHEER Brazilian Cheerleading Championship
2016 - 1st place BEST CHEER Brazilian Cheerleading Championship

Artistic Gymnastics Athlete
Osasco City Team, Osasco, Brazil 2009-2010
Full-time all-around gymnast for the Osasco Team.
Achievements:
e 2009 - 1st place VAULT Sao Paulo Regional Games
e 2009 - 1st place FLOOR Sao Paulo Regional Games
e 2010 - 2nd place TEAM Sao Paulo State Open Games

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

World Leisure Organization Mar 2021 - Mar 2022
Youth Ambassador

Reimagining Society Oct 2020 - Mar 2021
Global Wellbeing Envoy

Olympic Games Rio 2016 Aug 2016

Field of Play - Artistic Gymnastics

Olympic Test Event Rio 2016 Apr 2016
Field of Play - Artistic Gymnastics
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TECHNICAL SKILLS

NVivo

SPSS

JASP

Office Suite
Windows

LANGUAGES

Portuguese (Native)
English (Fluent)
Spanish (Fluent)
French (Basic)

MEMBERSHIPS

e North American Society for the Sociology of Sport (NASSS)
® Brazilian Association for Sport Management (ABRAGESP)

Last update: Dec 2024.
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